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Northley Middle School Designated a National School to Watch  

 

ASTON, PA—Northley Middle School has been named a 2014 Pennsylvania Don Eichhorn Schools: 

Schools to Watch (PA STW) by the National Forum to Accelerate Middle-Grades Reform.  PA STW 

annually recognizes a small number of diverse, high-performing, growth-oriented middle schools that 

demonstrate academic excellence, developmental responsiveness to the unique challenges of early 

adolescence, social equity, and school structures and processes that support and sustain the path to 

excellence. A Pennsylvania Don Eichhorn School is a school that has made marked progress in meeting 

all of the nationally-endorsed criteria for high-performing middle schools, including measurable gains in 

the academic achievement of all students over time.  

 

For the past two and a half years, a group of Northley teachers and administrators have been working on 

being recognized for the good works students and teachers are doing at Northley.  The group met with 

teachers, attended conferences, focused on areas of growth, and addressed them in an effort to improve in 

areas such as parent communication and Daily Learning Objectives. Over the summer, they prepared an 

application to the National Forum to Accelerate Middle-Grades Reform to be recognized as a School to 

Watch.  

 

Northley was notified in November that it was a candidate for this national recognition.  As part of the 

evaluation process, a group of educators visited Northley to observe, first-hand, how the school functions 

on a daily basis.  During their observation, they noted several areas where Northley was exceeding 

expectations.  They pointed out the excellent and effective reward programs Northley has in place for its 

students. They commended Northley’s communication throughout the building and with the community. 

They noted that the atmosphere is very friendly and strong, and that positive energy permeates the 

building. The group also appreciated the extensive attention paid to literacy and saw that students were 

actively engaged in reading throughout the day in multiple settings.  They also noted that there is quality  

 

-more- 



 

professional development offered regularly on campus, and faculty members have input into the content  

of those offerings. 

 

 “The recognition of Northley as a School to Watch is an honor that that goes to the students, the staff, 

and the community,” said Northley Principal Mr. L.J. Blair. “It speaks of our commitment and focuses 

ensuring all students are provided a rigorous and appropriate education. I want to thank all those who 

contributed to our success.”  

 

Northley Middle School joins a very select group of only 29 schools in Pennsylvania, and 350 around the 

nation, that are Schools to Watch.   As a 2014 School to Watch site, schools throughout Pennsylvania will 

have an opportunity to visit Northley and experience firsthand what a high performing middle grade 

school is like while daily working on its' trajectory towards success. 

 

A formal announcement of the recognition will take place in February at the Pennsylvania Association of 

Middle Level Educators conference in State College, PA. Northley Middle School will again be 

recognized at the national Schools to Watch Conference in Washington, D.C., June 25 – 28, 2014. 

 

“For those in our district familiar with Northley, this impressive and distinctive recognition likely comes 

as no surprise,” said Superintendent Dr. George Steinhoff. “Northley has tremendous students and staff 

and I am so pleased the school can serve as a model for other middle-level schools interested in 

collaboration and review of exemplary programs. Schools to Watch is a recognition that is indeed well-

deserved for them!  I am proud of what they accomplish there everyday.” 
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